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Information

Open

House

These display cards were developed

for the 2 BIA information open houses

conducted May 19 and 26, 2010

What Will a BIA Do?
1. Increase the profile of Lower Lonsdale

2. Attract more shoppers and diners

3. Advocate for City services and on matters like property taxes, economic development, tourism

4. Have a voice at City Hall on further development in Lower Lonsdale

5. Enhance community spirit and livability

How?
1. Collective advertising and events

2. Street beautification – creating an attraction

3. Street furniture and art

4. Wayfinding signage

5. Competitions and promotion

6. Street festivals and concerts

7. Security, graffiti management, etc.

8. Advocacy for business development
9. Development of vacant lots & derelict bldgs

10. Attracting the right kinds of businesses

How Many BIAs Are There?
BC has 51 Business Improvement Areas

The City of Vancouver has 21 BIAs

Are They Successful?

BIAs have existed for decades across Canada

The North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce recently polled the Chambers across Canada.

The 25 Chambers who responded all emphatically stated that the BIA in their area had dramatically improved the business community, with resulting increased business.

I Won’t Benefit From a BIA

"I have no walk-in business and I am about 3 blocks east of Lonsdale so will not get benefits that others will such as beautification (flower boxes and such), security sidewalk cleanup and so on. 
This does not trouble me because I want to be part of a living, breathing community that is able to throw festivals and boost the area. It will not bring me any business but it will make me happier to work here.

I also live two blocks away so I want the BIA so that we have a voice at city hall and to be part of a dynamic community. 
I will benefit from the spin-off of a vibrant community that is well-represented by a BIA."

· Paulah Dauns

· Dauns Legal Services
252 East 1st Street Unit #1
Where Will My 

BIA Levy Go?

Every penny goes to your BIA Association

Not one penny is kept by the City

You will determine how the money is spent by your  vote on the annual plan and budget

How is the 

BIA Levy Determined?

A “mill rate” will be established and which will be applied to every $1,000 of assessed commercial property value within the area.
The total annual BIA budget will determine the mill rate.

The levy will be collected by the City along with annual property taxes.

The City will pay the full amount of the levy to your BIA Association.

Example of BIA Levy 
Mill Rate Calculation

The assessed value of the 245 commercial properties in the proposed BIA is $430 million. 

The mill rate applies to each $1,000 of assessed value.

If the initial BIA budget is set at $350,000, then

$430,000,000 / $1,000 / $350,000 =  83 cents

That is, the BIA levy will be 83 cents for every $1,000 of assessed property value.

How Does that Compare to Other BIAs?

The average BIA mill rate in the 21 Vancouver BIAs is 95 cents.

The new Kelowna BIA mill rate is $1.00

The Lower Lonsdale Business Improvement Area mill rate will be significantly lower than the Vancouver average. 

Example BIA Levy Calculation
$1 million assessed value of a commercial building

divide by $1,000

multiply by the mill rate: example $0.83

$830 = the BIA levy for the building

If 4 businesses of equal size occupy the building, the BIA levy for each will be $830 / 4 = $208 / yr.
By comparison:

One small display ad in a local North Shore newspaper, with taxes, costs twice that much. 

When Will This be Implemented?
After the Lower Lonsdale Business Association’s outreach work, a report will be provided to City Council.

City Council will consider passing a by-law to establish the Lower Lonsdale BIA

If the by-law is approved, the LLBA will spend the Fall of 2010 and Spring of 2011 planning and preparing the specific year-one work plan
The levy revenues will be available to your BIA to begin that work in July, 2011

When the levy is paid, already much volunteer work will have been completed, so we can start to see quick results

Vision

Our Vision will be determined in consultation with all the BIA business members

It will consider what characterizes Lower Lonsdale, and what advantages it has over other shopping, dining and leisure areas.

For example:

· Active and diverse working waterfront, with wonderful piers and views

· Keen sense of community history
· Blend of residential, business and green spaces

· Diverse shopping and restaurant scene

· Reasonable prices

· Increasing residential density

· Increasing retail space

· North Shore’s transportation centre (Seabus/buses)

· Emerging “town centre”

· Wilderness is nearby

· Quick, easy access to downtown Vancouver

· Spirit Trail coming soon

Lower Lonsdale

Everything is Here !

Potential 

Vision Statement
Creating a prosperous, clean, safe business and residential neighbourhood to live, work, play and conduct business.

“The future’s so bright,

 I gotta wear shades !

- Maple Ridge BIA
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